ioo	THE AGE OF REASON
years before his death. There is no religion or morality about
it; the State is the be-all and end-all, something superior to all
the citizenry, actuated by pure self-interest, without any hint
of moral restraint. The power of the State, of course, is
incorporated in the monarch.
The first duty of a citizen is to serve his country; it is an
obligation which I have tried to fulfil in all the various conditions
of my life. Entrusted as I am with the chief magistracy, I have
had the opportunity and the means of making myself useful to
my fellow-citizens. The affection which I have for them makes
me desire to be able to render them some service after my death.
I am not so misguided as to believe that my conduct should
serve as the rule for those who shall fill my place; I know that
the moment of death destroys man and his projects, and that
everything in the universe is subject to the laws of change.   I
have no other intention in making this Political Testament than
to communicate to posterity what I have learned by experi-
ence, as a pilot who knows the stormy passages of the politi-
cal sea.  I undertake to indicate to posterity the reefs [Jcueils]
which they have to avoid, and the ports where they can find
shelter. « . .
Government turns on four principal points [Le Gouvernement
route sur quatre points prinripaux]: the administration of justice;
wise economy of the finances; the vigorous maintenance of
military discipline; and, lastly, the art of taking the most suitable
measures for furthering its interests—this we call policy.1
Prussia under Frederick II became the model state, with a
Government-controlled commerce and industry (monopolistic,
mercantilist), a tremendous army, a laborious, far-reaching,
economical civil service. The rigour with which the officials,
from the lowest to the highest, in whatever corner of the land
they were stationed, were held to accountability for moneys,
and were subject to controls, was ruthless and inflexible. Yet
the system, in the long run, was not a success. It lacked the
active collaboration of a free people, and it was shattered in
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